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I. Extraét of a Lettcr dated at Rome, Aug,
5. 1747. from Mr. Hoare, a young Sta-
tuary, new purfuing  bis Studies there,
to his Brother Myr. Hoxre, an eminent

Painter at Bathy giving a fhort Account of

Jome of ihe principal antigue PiGures found
in the Ruins of Herculaneuma az Portici,
near Naples: Communicated by the Rev.
My Birch,

Read at a Meeting
of the Royal Socicty,
Qdteber 22, 1747,

A HIS City was over-
thrown and fwallow'd
up by an Earthquake
ncar 1700 Years fince.

Somec of the molt remarkable Curiofitics, we faw,
werc,

. A PiQure of about five Fect long, and {our
Ecet wide, reprefenting the Education of Ackilles,
by his Mafter Chiron the Centaur.  TheFigures arc
about half as big as the Life. That of Achilles is
ftanding 1 a noble A&ion, and is feen in Front, as
the principal Obje& of the Piture. He feems to
fiearken with great Attention to, and is looking ftca-
dily on the Centaur, who is feen almoft in a Side
View. The Figures are both finely colour’d, and
well drawn ; but that of the young Man moft cxqui-
fitely fo.

2. Next to this is a Picturc of about threc Feet
and aan half high, and narrow, in which is a Wo-
man facrificing. The Figure is about two Feet high.
This Picturc {ecms to have been taken out of fome
Compartiment of Ornaments.

Ecce 3. Next
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3. Next to this is a broken Picce, reprefenting
the Judgmeat of Paris.  The Figures arc about the
famc Size as that laft above-mention’d.  They are
not intire; the bottom Part being broken oft about
the Knees.  This is alfo a very finc Piture ; but it
is impofliblc to judge of all its Dcautics, as it is
extremcely changed and decayed 5 which is quite con-
trary to 2ll the others, but, in particular, to that of
Chiron and Achilles; which is in a mannet as freth
as if it had been painted but Yefierday.

4. The next is a finc Pi&urc of the Story of
Virginia. The Figures arc fomcthing bigger than
tholc in the abovementioned. The Charadters and
Expreflions of the Heads arc admirable. That of
Appius gives a juft Idca of the furions Tranfports in
which the Artift defigned to defcribe him.  F7p-
gimia is weceping s and, in a word, all the Figures
arc fincly difpofed, and the Charadters well adapted
to the Subjcdt.

5. Two large Pictures were in a Nich in a Baf:-
lica, about five or fix Feet high. The fitft repre-
fents Thefeus vitorious over the Minotaur. Hc is
ftanding in a frec and fine Polturc : Onc Foot is on
thc Head of the Minotanr. DBut what feemed odd
to mc, was the Figure of that Monfter itfelf, which
I had always fcen differently reprefented; for, in
this Picture, the Head only reprefents that of a Bull,
which is joincd to the Body of a Man. Scveral
little Genzi, or Cupids (as we call them), all fcem
impatient to fhew their Refpe@t to their Dcliverer:
Onc kifles his Hand, another clafps round his Leg,
and feveral othiers arc in different Attitudes of Gra-

titude.
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titude. The Figures arc almoft as large as finall
Life.

6. The other Pidture reprefents Hercules and
the Goddefs of Nature. The Figure of Hercules is
flanding (feen ina Side \’xuv) rcpofm on his Club;
fomcthing like the Statuc in the Jarncfe Palace ar
Rowme. ‘T'here is a Victory crowniug thic Hero, and
the Godde(s is fitting before him, and {cems to ap-
plaud and thank him for his Labours. There arc
Numbers of fymbolical Figures befides in this Picture.
Behind the Goddefs is a Satyr, and at Hercules's
Fect a Doy fucking a Doc. My Friend, who con-
dufted me, took particular Notice, how delicately
the Doc feemced to difpofe of her Legs, not to hurt
the Child 3 whiltt at the fame time fhe is licking his
Kneces, as a Mark of her Tendernefs for him. This
Picture is cqual to the firft-mentioned s being exqui-
fitcly finely drawn and colourcd, and well com-
pofcd.

7. There is a little PiCture, which I thought cx-
tremely odd for its Compolition. It is about 1 Foot
and an half long, and cight or ninc Inches high: I¢
is a Parrot drawing a Chariot fomething like our
modern Chaifes. In the Chariot fits a fort of large
Horfe-fly, whofc two Horns ferve for the Bridle and
Reins to guide the Parrot.

8. Two Pi&ures, of about four Fect and an half
long, reprefent the Stage of a Theatre, with Come-
dians playing their Parts upon it. The Perfpeétive
in thefe Pictures is very well obferved.

9. A Wedding, confifting of threc Figurcs only.
They are much in the fame Tafte of thofe of A/do-
brandini’s Martiage at Rome. There are befides

Ecce 2 Numbers
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Numbers of little Frizes reprefenting Sacrifices, and
other Cercmonics, of the ancient Pagans; molt of
them on black or red Grounds.

Thefe Pittures thew, that the Antients underftood
Perfpedtive and Land(chape, Imcan, the Keeping pat-
ticularly, which I have heard ﬁrongly difputed s but
1no onc that has feen thefe Pictures will, 1 believe,
makc any Doubt of it.

It would be impoflible for mc to give you an
exa&t Delcription of all the Pi¢turess as there are {or
many cntire, belides the Bits, and . Fragments
of others. Of fome, the Heads only remain
and of others, Picces of Figures; Numbers of {mall
Landfchapes; Views of Archite&ure; Flowers and
Fruit, painted cxtremely light and elegantly. There
arc cven fome grotefque Pictures, fomething in the
Tallc of India Painting. Moft of the {mall ones
have been taken out of Compartiments: The:
Guardian thewed me feveral Places from whence
they had been taken.  They ftill preferve a Beauty:
{uperior to any thing we fec now-a-days: The Co-
louring, Drawing, and Liberty of Pencil, may vie
with the Works of any Mafter, cven of Raphael
him(elf.

There are two Rooms full of them. Pcrhaps.
you will fay I have given you an Account but of
very few.——In the firft place I muft inform you,.
that no one is admitted without an Order from the
King's Soperintendant s and that, when one docs
fee them, the Guardian has Orders not to permit
any Perfon to take any Sketch or Account what-
ever of the PiGures. My Friend went thither bur

once,
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once, and that aftcr Dinner, when we came down from
Mount Pefuvius. The Account I have herein given
is all I could particularly remember in the Evening
when we camce home.  They are coatinually find-
ing more Pictares every Day; and 1 do aflure you,
that had I a Month to fpare, 1 would willingly go on
Foot to Naples, to have the Pleafure of (tudying thofe [
have already feen, and feeing thofe which have been
difcovered fince. *

N. B. Cardinal A/bani, at Rome, has an antique
Group of Thefeys and the Minotaur ; where
the Minotaur has the Head only of a Bull, as
in the Pi¢ture above-mentioned.

1. A Letter from Mr. G. Stovin o bis Son,
concerning the Body of @ Woman, and an

antique Shoe, found in a Morafs in the
Hle of Axholm 7z Lincolnfhire,

Read O&. 22" W THE Beginning of Fune laft, a la-
1747 bouring Man, of Amcotts in the
10%¢ of Axholm, in the County of Lincoln, was
digging Turf or Peat in the Moors of Amcorts
and, at about fix Foot from the Surface, his Spade
cut the Toe of a Sandal, which dropped into the
Pit he was graveing Peat in; alfo Part of the Foot
dropp’d in, which rerrified the Man, and he left it.
Hearirg of this Dilcovery, I went and took fome
Servaars with me, to make further Difcovery 5 when:
we foon found the other Sandal (which 1 now fend

you

*

# Sec more of thife Cuxlofities in thefe Tranf. N°. 436 and 458,



